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FIGURE 6
Solstices and Equinoxes

Summer in the Southern
Hemisphere (left) occurs at the
same time as winter in the
Northern Hemisphere (right).
Similarly, when it is spring in the
Southern Hemisphere, it is fall in
the Northern Hemisphere.
Interpreting Photographs /n
which direction was Earth’s axis
pointing at the time that each of
the photographs was taken?

Janua,-y in
the
Northemn Hemisphere

Earth in June In June, the north end of Earth's axis is tilted

toward the sun. In the Northern Hemisphere, the noon sun i
'~ high in the sky and there are more hours of daylight than dark-

ness. The combination of direct rays and more hours ot sunlight
| heats the surface more in June than at any other time of the vear,
It is summer in the Northern Hemisphere.

At the same time south of the equator, U
spread over a larger area. The sun is low in the sky and days are
| shorter than nights. The combination of less direct rays and
fewer hours of sunlight heats Earth’s surface less than at any
other time of the year. It is winter in the Southern Hemisphere,

he sun's energy is

Earth in December In December, people in the Southern

Hemisphere receive the most direct sunlight, so it is summer
there. At the same time, the sun’s rays in the Northern Hemi-
sphere are more slanted and there are fewer hours of daylight.
So it is winter in the Northern Hemisphere.

aches its greatest distance north or south

Solstices Thesunre
ach of these days, when the

of the equator twice each year. E
sun is farthest north or south of the equator, is known as a

solstice (SOHL stis). The day when the sun is farthest north of
the equator is the summer solstice in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. It is also the winter solstice in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. This solstice occurs around June 21 each year. It is the
longest day of the year . the Northern Hemisphere and the
shortest day of the year in the Southern Hemisphere.
Similarly, around December 21, the sun is farthest south of
the equator. This is the winter solstice in the Northern Hemi-

sphere and the summer solstice in the Southern Hemisphere.



